Wednesday Readings
Entertaining Angels — The Christ Spirit
Bible (ESV unless noted)

Jeremiah 23:23 (ESV)
Am I a God at hand, declares the LORD, and not a God far away?

Jeremiah 31:3 (ESV)

The LORD appeared to us in the past, saying: “I have loved you with an
everlasting love; I have drawn you with unfailing kindness.

Isaiah 41:13 7 (NIV)
...I am the LORD your God who takes hold of your right hand and says to
you, Do not fear; I will help you.

Acts 2:28 (NIV)
You have made known to me the paths of life; you will fill me with joy in
your presence.’

Luke 2:8-10 there (ESV)

...there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by
night. And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord
shone around them, and they were filled with great fear. And the angel said
to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will
be for all the people.

Isaiah 49:6 1 (ESV)
I will make you as a light for the nations, that my salvation may reach to the
end of the earth.”

Matthew 4:1-11 (NIV)

Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the
devil. After fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry. The
tempter came to him and said, “If you are the Son of God, tell these stones
to become bread.” Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man shall not live on
bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.””

Then the devil took him to the holy city and had him stand on the highest
point of the temple. “If you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself



down. For it 1s written: ““He will command his angels concerning you, and
they will lift you up in their hands, so that you will not strike your foot
against a stone.”” Jesus answered him, “It is also written: ‘Do not put the
Lord your God to the test.””

Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the
kingdoms of the world and their splendor. “All this I will give you,” he said,
“if you will bow down and worship me.” Jesus said to him, “Away from
me, Satan! For it is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve him
only.”” Then the devil left him, and angels came and attended him.

Psalm 91:9-12

Because you have made the LORD your dwelling place—the Most High, who
is my refuge—no evil shall be allowed to befall you, no plague come near
your tent.

For he will command his angels concerning you to guard you in all your
ways. On their hands they will bear you up, lest you strike your foot against
a stone.

Hebrews 12:1-2 since (to 1% .) (NIV)

since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off
everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us run
with perseverance the race marked out for us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the
pioneer and perfecter of faith.

Matthew 8:1
... a leper appeared and went to his knees before Jesus, praying, "Master, if
you want to, you can heal my body."

Jesus reached out and touched him, saying, "I want to. Be clean." Then and
there, all signs of the leprosy were gone. Jesus said, "Don't talk about this all
over town. Just quietly present your healed body to the priest, along with the
appropriate expressions of thanks to God. Your cleansed and grateful life,
not your words, will bear witness to what I have done."

Matthew 5:8 (ESV)
Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.



Matthew 28:1-7

Now after the Sabbath, toward the dawn of the first day of the week, Mary
Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the tomb. And behold, there was
a great earthquake, for an angel of the Lord descended from heaven and
came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. His appearance was like
lightning, and his clothing white as snow. And for fear of him the guards
trembled and became like dead men. But the angel said to the women, “Do
not be afraid, for I know that you seek Jesus who was crucified. He is not
here, for he has risen, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. Then go
quickly and tell his disciples that he has risen from the dead, and behold, he
is going before you to Galilee; there you will see him. See, I have told you.”

Luke 24:13-31 (to him)

That very day two of them were going to a village named Emmaus, about
seven miles from Jerusalem, and they were talking with each other about all
these things that had happened. While they were talking and discussing
together, Jesus himself drew near and went with them. But their eyes were
kept from recognizing him. And he said to them, ““What is this conversation
that you are holding with each other as you walk?” And they stood still,
looking sad. Then one of them, named Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the
only visitor to Jerusalem who does not know the things that have happened
there in these days?” And he said to them, “What things?”” And they said to
him, “Concerning Jesus of Nazareth, a man who was a prophet mighty in
deed and word before God and all the people, and how our chief priests and
rulers delivered him up to be condemned to death, and crucified him. But
we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this,
it is now the third day since these things happened. Moreover, some women
of our company amazed us. They were at the tomb early in the morning, and
when they did not find his body, they came back saying that they had even
seen a vision of angels, who said that he was alive. Some of those who were
with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said, but him
they did not see.” And he said to them, “O foolish ones, and slow of heart to
believe all that the prophets have spoken!

So they drew near to the village to which they were going. He acted as if he
were going farther, but they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, for it
is toward evening and the day is now far spent.” So he went in to stay with
them. When he was at table with them, he took the bread and blessed and
broke it and gave it to them. And their eyes were opened, and they
recognized him.



Hebrews 13:1-2 (ESV)

Keep on loving one another as brothers and sisters. Do not forget to show
hospitality to strangers, for by so doing some people have shown hospitality
to angels without knowing it.

Acts 12:5-11
Peter was kept in prison, but earnest prayer for him was made to God by the
church.

Now when Herod was about to bring him out, on that very night, Peter was
sleeping between two soldiers, bound with two chains, and sentries before
the door were guarding the prison. And behold, an angel of the Lord stood
next to him, and a light shone in the cell. He struck Peter on the side and
woke him, saying, “Get up quickly.” And the chains fell off his hands. And
the angel said to him, “Dress yourself and put on your sandals.” And he did
so. And he said to him, “Wrap your cloak around you and follow me.” And
he went out and followed him. He did not know that what was being done by
the angel was real, but thought he was seeing a vision. When they had
passed the first and the second guard, they came to the iron gate leading into
the city. It opened for them of its own accord, and they went out and went
along one street, and immediately the angel left him. When Peter came to
himself, he said, “Now I am sure that the Lord has sent his angel and rescued
me from the hand of Herod and from all that the Jewish people were
expecting.”

When he realized this, he went to the house of Mary, the mother of John
whose other name was Mark, where many were gathered together and were
praying. And when he knocked at the door of the gateway, a servant girl
named Rhoda came to answer. Recognizing Peter's voice, in her joy she did
not open the gate but ran in and reported that Peter was standing at the gate.
They said to her, “You are out of your mind.” But Peter continued knocking,
and when they opened, they saw him and were amazed. But motioning to
them with his hand to be silent, he described to them how the Lord had
brought him out of the prison. And he said, “Tell these things to James and
to the brothers.”

2 Corinthians 4:18
...we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen, since what is
seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.



John 14:18 (KJV)
I will not leave you comfortless: I will come to you.

Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures
by Mary Baker Eddy

298:25-17

Angels are not etherealized human beings, evolving animal qualities in their
wings; but they are celestial visitants, flying on spiritual, not material,
pinions. Angels are pure thoughts from God, winged with Truth and Love,
no matter what their individualism may be.

My angels are exalted thoughts, appearing at the door of some sepulchre, in
which human belief has buried its fondest earthly hopes. With white fingers
they point upward to a new and glorified trust, to higher ideals of life and its
joys. Angels are God’s representatives. These upward-soaring beings never
lead towards self, sin, or materiality, but guide to the divine Principle of all
good, whither every real individuality, image, or likeness of God, gathers.
By giving earnest heed to these spiritual guides they tarry with us, and we
entertain “angels unawares.”

268:1-9

In the material world, thought has brought to light with great rapidity many
useful wonders. With like activity have thought’s swift pinions been rising
towards the realm of the real, to the spiritual cause of those lower things
which give impulse to inquiry. Belief in a material basis, from which may
be deduced all rationality, is slowly yielding to the idea of a metaphysical
basis, looking away from matter to Mind as the cause of every effect.

581:4

Angels. God’s thoughts passing to man; spiritual intuitions, pure and
perfect; the inspiration of goodness, purity, and immortality, counteracting
all evil, sensuality, and mortality.

174:9-14

The footsteps of thought, rising above material standpoints, are slow, and
portend a long night to the traveller; but the angels of His

presence — the spiritual intuitions that tell us when “the night is far
spent, the day is at hand” — are our guardians in the gloom.



548:9

How little light or heat reach our earth when clouds cover the sun’s face! So
Christian Science can be seen only as the clouds of corporeal sense roll
away. Earth has little light or joy for mortals before Life is spiritually
learned. Every agony of mortal error helps error to destroy error, and so aids
the apprehension of immortal Truth. This 1s the new birth going on hourly,
by which men may entertain angels, the true ideas of God, the spiritual sense
of being.

574:25-3

Think of this, dear reader, for it will lift the sackcloth from your eyes, and
you will behold the soft-winged dove descending upon you. The very
circumstance, which your suffering sense deems wrathful and afflictive,
Love can make an angel entertained unawares.

203:13-16

Spiritual perception brings out the possibilities of being, destroys reliance on
aught but God, and so makes man the image of his Maker in deed and in
truth.

284:21-32

The physical senses can obtain no proof of God. They can neither see Spirit
through the eye nor hear it through the ear, nor can they feel, taste, or smell
Spirit. Even the more subtile and misnamed material elements are beyond
the cognizance of these senses, and are known only by the effects commonly
attributed to them.

According to Christian Science, the only real senses of man are spiritual,
emanating from divine Mind. Thought passes from God to man, but neither
sensation nor report goes from material body to Mind. The
intercommunication is always from God to His idea, man.

332:9-17 Christ

Christ is the true idea voicing good, the divine message from God to men
speaking to the human consciousness. The Christ is incorporeal, spiritual, —
yea, the divine image and likeness, dispelling the illusions of the senses; the
Way, the Truth, and the Life, healing the sick and casting out evils,
destroying sin, disease, and death. As Paul says: “There is one God, and one
mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus.”



334:10

The invisible Christ was imperceptible to the so-called personal senses,
whereas Jesus appeared as a bodily existence. This dual personality of the
unseen and the seen, the spiritual and material, the eternal Christ and the
corporeal Jesus manifest in flesh, continued until the Master’s ascension,
when the human, material concept, or Jesus, disappeared, while the spiritual
self, or Christ, continues to exist in the eternal order of divine Science,
taking away the sins of the world, as the Christ has always done, even before
the human Jesus was incarnate to mortal eyes.

333:19-26

Throughout all generations both before and after the Christian era, the
Christ, as the spiritual idea, — the reflection of God, — has come with some
measure of power and grace to all prepared to receive Christ, Truth.
Abraham, Jacob, Moses, and the prophets caught glorious glimpses of the
Messiah, or Christ, which baptized these seers in the divine nature, the
essence of Love.

34:18-23

Through all the disciples experienced, they became more spiritual and
understood better what the Master had taught. His resurrection was also their
resurrection. It helped them to raise themselves and others from spiritual
dulness and blind belief in God into the perception of infinite possibilities.

326:3-14

If we wish to follow Christ, Truth, it must be in the way of God’s
appointing. Jesus said, “He that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he
do also.” He, who would reach the source and find the divine remedy for
every ill, must not try to climb the hill of Science by some other road. All
nature teaches God’s love to man, but man cannot love God supremely and
set his whole affections on spiritual things, while loving the material or
trusting in it more than in the spiritual.

We must forsake the foundation of material systems, however time-honored,
if we would gain the Christ as our only Saviour.

46:5
In the walk to Emmaus, Jesus was known to his friends by the words, which
made their hearts burn within them, and by the breaking of bread. The divine



Spirit, which identified Jesus thus centuries ago, has spoken through the
inspired Word and will speak through it in every age and clime. It is
revealed to the receptive heart, and is again seen casting out evil and healing
the sick.

45:17

Christ hath rolled away the stone from the door of human hope and faith,
and through the revelation and demonstration of life in God, hath elevated
them to possible at-one-ment with the spiritual idea of man and his divine
Principle, Love.

224:22

A higher and more practical Christianity, demonstrating justice and meeting
the needs of mortals in sickness and in health, stands at the door of this age,
knocking for admission. Will you open or close the door upon this angel
visitant...

531:10-13

The human mind will sometime rise above all material and physical sense,
exchanging it for spiritual perception, and exchanging human concepts for
the divine consciousness.



