Wednesday Readings
Think Big!
Bible (MSG unless noted)

Isaiah 54:2 (to 2™ 1), 4 (to 2™ )
Clear lots of ground for your tents! Make your tents large. Spread out! Think
big!

Don't be afraid—you're not going to be embarrassed. Don't hold back—
you're not going to come up short.

Psalm 119:32 (N1V)
I run in the path of your commands, for you have broadened my
understanding.

IT Samuel 22:32-33

Is there any god like GOD? Are we not at bedrock? Is not this the God who
armed me well, then aimed me in the right direction? You cleared the ground
under me so my footing was firm.

Isaiah 40:28-31 1" God

GoD doesn’t come and go. God lasts. He's Creator of all you can see or
imagine. He doesn't get tired out, doesn't pause to catch his breath. And he
knows everything, inside and out. He energizes those who get tired, gives
fresh strength to dropouts. For even young people tire and drop out, young
folk in their prime stumble and fall. But those who wait upon God get fresh
strength. They spread their wings and soar like eagles, They run and don't get
tired, they walk and don't lag behind.

Luke 5:1-11 (NIV)

One day as Jesus was standing by the Lake of Gennesaret, the people were
crowding around him and listening to the word of God. He saw at the water’s
edge two boats, left there by the fishermen, who were washing their nets. He
got into one of the boats, the one belonging to Simon, and asked him to put
out a little from shore. Then he sat down and taught the people from the boat.

When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into deep water,
and let down the nets for a catch.”



Simon answered, “Master, we’ve worked hard all night and haven’t caught
anything. But because you say so, [ will let down the nets.” When they had
done so, they caught such a large number of fish that their nets began to
break. So they signaled their partners in the other boat to come and help
them, and they came and filled both boats so full that they began to sink.

When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at Jesus’ knees and said, “Go away from
me, Lord; I am a sinful man!” For he and all his companions were
astonished at the catch of fish they had taken, and so were James and John,
the sons of Zebedee, Simon’s partners.

Then Jesus said to Simon, “Don’t be afraid; from now on you will fish for
people.” So they pulled their boats up on shore, left everything and followed
him.

Luke 9:12-17

As the day declined, the Twelve said, "Dismiss the crowd so they can go to
the farms or villages around here and get a room for the night and a bite to
eat. We're out in the middle of nowhere."

"You feed them," Jesus said. They said, "We couldn't scrape up more than

five loaves of bread and a couple of fish—unless, of course, you want us to
go to town ourselves and buy food for everybody." (There were more than

five thousand people in the crowd.)

But he went ahead and directed his disciples, "Sit them down in groups of
about fifty." They did what he said, and soon had everyone seated. He took
the five loaves and two fish, lifted his face to heaven in prayer, blessed,
broke, and gave the bread and fish to the disciples to hand out to the crowd.
After the people had all eaten their fill, twelve baskets of leftovers were
gathered up.

Luke 19:11-13, 15-26

While he had their attention, and because they were getting close to
Jerusalem by this time and expectation was building that God's kingdom
would appear any minute, he told this story:

"There was once a man descended from a royal house who needed to make a
long trip back to headquarters to get authorization for his rule and then



return. But first he called ten servants together, gave them each a sum of
money, and instructed them, 'Operate with this until I return.'

"When he came back bringing the authorization of his rule, he called those
ten servants to whom he had given the money to find out how they had done.

"The first said, 'Master, I doubled your money.' He said, 'Good servant!
Great work! Because you've been trustworthy in this small job, I'm making
you governor of ten towns.' "The second said, 'Master, I made a fifty percent
profit on your money.' "He said, 'I'm putting you in charge of five towns.'

The next servant said, 'Master, here's your money safe and sound. I kept it
hidden in the cellar. To tell you the truth, I was a little afraid. I know you
have high standards and hate sloppiness, and don't suffer fools gladly.' "He
said, "You're right that I don't suffer fools gladly —and you've acted the fool!
Why didn't you at least invest the money in securities so I would have gotten
a little interest on it?'

"Then he said to those standing there, "Take the money from him and give it
to the servant who doubled my stake.' "They said, 'But Master, he already
has double . . .' "He said, 'That's what [ mean: Risk your life and get more
than you ever dreamed of. Play it safe and end up holding the bag.

James 1:5-8 (to 2™ )

If you don't know what you're doing, pray to the Father. He loves to help.
You'll get his help, and won't be condescended to when you ask for it. Ask
boldly, believingly, without a second thought. People who "worry their
prayers" are like wind-whipped waves. Don't think you're going to get
anything from the Master that way, adrift at sea,

John 21:1-6

Jesus appeared again to the disciples, this time at the Tiberias Sea (the Sea of
Galilee). This is how he did it: Simon Peter, Thomas (nicknamed "Twin"),
Nathanael from Cana in Galilee, the brothers Zebedee, and two other
disciples were together. Simon Peter announced, "I'm going fishing." The
rest of them replied, "We're going with you." They went out and got in the
boat. They caught nothing that night. When the sun came up, Jesus was
standing on the beach, but they didn't recognize him.

Jesus spoke to them: "Good morning! Did you catch anything for
breakfast?" They answered, "No." He said, "Throw the net off the right side



of the boat and see what happens." They did what he said. All of a sudden
there were so many fish in it, they weren't strong enough to pull it in.

Luke 17:5-6

The apostles came up and said to the Master, "Give us more faith." But the
Master said, "You don't need more faith. There is no 'more' or 'less' in faith.
If you have a bare kernel of faith, say the size of a poppy seed, you could say
to this sycamore tree, 'Go jump in the lake," and it would do it.

I Corinthians 3:9-15 (to ;), 16,17 God’s

Let each carpenter who comes on the job take care to build on the
foundation! Remember, there is only one foundation, the one already laid:
Jesus Christ. Take particular care in picking out your building materials.
Eventually there is going to be an inspection. If you use cheap or inferior
materials, you'll be found out. The inspection will be thorough and rigorous.
You won't get by with a thing. If your work passes inspection, fine; if it
doesn't, your part of the building will be torn out and started over. But you
won't be torn out;

You realize, don't you, that you are the temple of God, and God himself is
present in you? God's temple is sacred —and you, remember, are the temple.

Ephesians 4:1 (to 1*.) 2" 1,7,11-16

In light of all this, here's what I want you to do. ...I want you to get out there
and walk—better yet, run! —on the road God called you to travel. I don't
want any of you sitting around on your hands. I don't want anyone strolling
off, down some path that goes nowhere.

Out of the generosity of Christ, each of us is given his own gift.

He handed out gifts of apostle, prophet, evangelist, and pastor-teacher to
train Christ's followers in skilled servant work, working within Christ's
body, the church, until we're all moving rhythmically and easily with each
other, efficient and graceful in response to God's Son, fully mature adults,
fully developed within and without, fully alive like Christ.

No prolonged infancies among us, please. We'll not tolerate babes in the
woods, small children who are an easy mark for impostors. God wants us to
grow up, to know the whole truth and tell it in love —like Christ in
everything. We take our lead from Christ, who is the source of everything



we do. He keeps us in step with each other. His very breath and blood flow
through us, nourishing us so that we will grow up healthy in God, robust in
love.

Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures
by Mary Baker Eddy

1:1-4

The prayer that reforms the sinner and heals the sick is an absolute faith that
all things are possible to God, - a spiritual understanding of Him, an
unselfed love.

517:22
Even eternity can never reveal the whole of God, since there is no limit to
infinitude or to its reflections.

258:21-30
The human capacities are enlarged and perfected in proportion as humanity
gains the true conception of man and God.

Mortals have a very imperfect sense of the spiritual man and of the infinite
range of his thought. To him belongs eternal Life. Never born and never
dying, it were impossible for man, under the government of God in eternal
Science, to fall from his high estate.

128:4

The term Science, properly understood, refers only to the laws of God and
to His government of the universe, inclusive of man. From this it follows
that business men and cultured scholars have found that Christian Science
enhances their endurance and mental powers, enlarges their perception of
character, gives them acuteness and comprehensiveness and an ability to
exceed their ordinary capacity. The human mind, imbued with this spiritual
understanding, becomes more elastic, is capable of greater endurance,
escapes somewhat from itself, and requires less repose. A knowledge of the
Science of being develops the latent abilities and possibilities of man. It
extends the atmosphere of thought, giving mortals access to broader and
higher realms. It raises the thinker into his native air of insight and
perspicacity.



34:10-23

If all who ever partook of the sacrament had really commemorated the
sufferings of Jesus and drunk of his cup, they would have revolutionized the
world. If all who seek his commemoration through material symbols will
take up the cross, heal the sick, cast out evils, and preach Christ, or Truth, to
the poor, — the receptive thought, — they will bring in the millennium.

Through all the disciples experienced, they became more spiritual and
understood better what the Master had with Christ taught. His resurrection
was also their resurrection. It helped them to raise themselves and others
from spiritual dulness and blind belief in God into the perception of infinite
possibilities.

35:2

Convinced of the fruitlessness of their toil in the dark and wakened by their
Master's voice, they changed their methods, turned away from material
things, and cast their net on the right side. Discerning Christ, Truth, anew on
the shore of time, they were enabled to rise somewhat from mortal
sensuousness, or the burial of mind in matter, into newness of life as Spirit.

248:19

Do you not hear from all mankind of the imperfect model? The world is
holding it before your gaze continually. The result is that you are liable to
follow those lower patterns, limit your lifedwork, and adopt into your
experience the angular outline and deformity of matter models.

445:15

You render the divine law of healing obscure and void, when you weigh the
human in the scale with the divine, or limit in any direction of thought the
omnipresence and omnipotence of God.

91:16

Absorbed in material selfthood we discern and reflect but faintly the
substance of Life or Mind. The denial of material selfthood aids the
discernment of man's spiritual and eternal individuality, and destroys the
erroneous knowledge gained from matter or through what are termed the
material senses.



430:3-7

Mortal mind must part with error, must put off itself with its deeds, and
immortal manhood, the Christ ideal, will appear. Faith should enlarge its
borders and strengthen its base by resting upon Spirit instead of matter.

25:26-31

Implicit faith in the Teacher and all the emotional love we can bestow on
him, will never alone make us imitators of him. We must go and do likewise,
else we are not improving the great blessings which our Master worked and
suffered to bestow upon us.

328:28-31

Jesus' promise is perpetual. Had it been given only to his immediate
disciples, the Scriptural passage would read you, not they. The purpose of his
great life-work extends through time and includes universal humanity.

261:27

Fixing your gaze on the realities supernal, you will rise to the spiritual
consciousness of being, even as the bird which has burst from the egg and
preens its wings for a skyward flight.

256:1-5 The

The finite must yield to the infinite. Advancing to a higher plane of action,
thought rises from the material sense to the spiritual, from the scholastic to
the inspirational, and from the mortal to the immortal.

255:1-3 As
As mortals drop off their mental swaddling-clothes, thought expands into
expression.

25:31
The divinity of the Christ was made manifest in the humanity of Jesus.

264:10
We must look where we would walk, and we must act as possessing all
power from Him in whom we have our being.

As mortals gain more correct views of God and man, multitudinous objects
of creation, which before were invisible, will become visible. When we
realize that Life is Spirit, never in nor of matter, this understanding will



expand into self-completeness, finding all in God, good, and needing no
other consciousness.

288:27-28
Science reveals the glorious possibilities of immortal man, forever unlimited
by the mortal senses.

180:25-27
When man is governed by God, the ever-present Mind who understands all
things, man knows that with God all things are possible.



